
Weather Versus Climate 
Lots of Confusion 



Weather Versus Climate 

• Weather – Conditions in the atmosphere at a 
particular time and place (outside your 
window).   Weather is what you get. 

 

• Climate – Long-term average of weather.  
Climate is what you expect.   

 



Watch Video on Weather versus 
Climate 

https://youtu.be/VHgyOa70Q7Y 



Weather is made up of extremes 
“Normal” weather does not exist 

• Normals are really just means of the extremes 

• Weather changes from year to year 

 

 

 



And Climate is always changing 

• Natural Causes 
– Volcanoes 

– Solar activity 

– Changes in ocean patterns 

• Man made Causes? 
– Greenhouse gases (CO2, Methane) 

 

Purpose of this presentation is not to support or 
dispute human’s influence on climate. 



Conclusion 

• Weather is what you get.  Climate is what you 
expect.    

• Weather changes day to day, month to month, 
year to year.   

• Climate also changes over time (natural, man 
made). 

• Just remember…Weather is not climate, and 
climate is not weather and we forecast the 
weather. 

 

 

 

 


